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largest and staunchest boats. The men were
also divided into two squads, three Europeans
and three Chinese in one large boat and an equal
number in the other. We were well provided
with firearms, revolvers and cutlasses. Besides
the six Europeans, we had about forty men
including the boatmen, but neither the six tea-
men nor the boatmen could be relied upon to
show fight in case of emergency. The only
reliable men I had to fall back upon, in case of
emergency, were the Europeans; even in these
I was not sure I could place implicit confidence,
for they were principally runaway sailors of an
adventurous character picked up in Shanghai
by the company and sent up to Wuhu to escort
the treasure up to the interior. Among them
was an Englishman who professed to be a vet-
erinary doctor. He was over six feet tall in his
stocking feet, a man of fine personal appearance,
but he did not prove himself to be of very stout
heart, as may be seen presently. Thus prepared
and equipped, we left Wuhu in fine spirits. We
proceeded on our journey a little beyond the city
of King Yuen, which is about half the way to
San Kow. We could have gone a little beyond
King Yuen, but thinking it might be safer to be
near the city, where the rebel chief had seen my

